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1. IN RESPONSE TO EARLIER CONVERSATION WITH ASST. SECY. 

SISCO ON JULY 20 (REPORTED SEPTEL) AMBASSADOR SULTAN KHAN 
TELEPHONED SISCO WITH REPLY FROM PRESIDENT BHUTTO. 

SULTAN KHAN SAID THAT PRESIDENT BHUTTO FULLY UNDERSTANDS 
AND APPRECIATES POSITION OE USG AS REPORTED BY HIS 
AMBASSADOR. HE SAID HOWEVER HE IS MEETING WITH SHAH 
JULY 23 IN LONDON AND WOULD LIKE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS 
AFGHAN SITUATION WITH HIM. IRAN AND PAKISTAN ARE TWO 
COUNTRIES MOST VITALLY CONCERNED WITH DEVELOPMENTS THERE 
AND ARE BOTH ALLIES OF US. IN CONTEXT OE AZIZ AHMED'S 
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CONVERSATION WITH SECRETARY AT CENTO MEETING BHUTTO 
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WISHED TO RECALL IMPORTANCE WE HAVE ATTACHED TO PAKISTAN'S 
RELATIONSHIP IN CENTO ALLIANCE. BHUTTO SAID THAT IF U.S. 

WERE TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITH AEGHANISTAN AT THIS 
POINT, IT WOULD LOOK IN PAKISTAN AS IF U.S. WERE SEEKING 
TO COMPEL PAKISTAN TO EOLLOW SUIT, SINCE OUR ACTION 
WOULD LEAVE PAKISTAN AND IRAN LITTLE ALTERNATIVE BUT TO 
RECOGNIZE NEW REGIME. BHUTTO WENT ON TO SAY THAT AN 
ADDITIONAL PERIOD WOULD HAVE LITTLE EEEECT ON SITUATION 

IN AFGHANISTAN OR ON OUR FUTURE RELATIONSHIP, BUT WOULD 
GIVE PAKISTAN AND IRAN MORE TIME TO CONSIDER SITUATION. 

2. SISCO REPLIED THAT WHILE WE BELIEVED IT IMPORTANT 
TO MOVE EAIRLY QUICKLY TO INEORM AEGHAN GOVT OE OUR 
DESIRE TO CONTINUE CORDIAL RELATIONS WE WOULD OE COURSE 
TAKE PRESIDENT BHUTTO'S VIEWS INTO ACCOUNT AND THAT HE 
WOULD REPORT BACK TO SULTAN KHAN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

AETER DISCUSSING QUESTION WITH ACTING SECRETARY, SISCO 
REACHED SULTAN KHAN AT IRANIAN EMBASSY. HE INEORMED 
SULTAN KHAN WE WOULD WAIT UNTIL THE 23RD AFTER PRESIDENT 
BHUTTO AND THE SHAH HAD HAD OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THIS 
QUESTION AND GIVE THEIR VIEWS. WE WERE STILL HOPEEUL 
THAT WE COULD MOVE THIS MATTER FORWARD ON THE 23RD AETER 
HEARING EROM THE AMBASSADOR AGAIN. 

3. MR. SISCO THEN SPOKE TO AMBASSADOR ZAHEDI AND BRIEFED 
HIM ON OUR POSITION PER STATE 142393 NOTING THAT WE 
WERE ALSO TAKING THE MATTER UP IN TEHRAN. AS HE 

HAD WITH THE PAKISTAN AMBASSADOR, SISCO EMPHASIZED THAT 
WE HAVE IN MIND CONTINUING OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH 
AEGHANISTAN AND NOT A EORMAL ACT OE RECOGNITION. 

IRANIAN AMBASSADOR SAID HE UNDERSTOOD. SUBSEQUENTLY 
IRANIAN AMBASSADOR CALLED SISCO BACK TO CONVEY HIS VIEW, 
WHICH HE INTENDS TO COMMUNICATE TO THE SHAH, THAT U.S. 
SHOULD MOVE AHEAD RAPIDLY ON THE QUESTION OE RECOGNITION. 
HE SAID THAT IN VIEW OE THE EACT THAT SOVIETS HAVE 
RECOGNIZED AND THAT COUP IS EAIT ACCOMPLI THERE IS NO 
ADVANTAGE IN DELAY. HE SAID HE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT THE 
SHAH URGE BHUTTO TO MOVE AHEAD QUICKLY. HE CLOSED BY 
SAYING THAT IT IS OE COURSE POSSIBLE THAT HE WOULD HEAR 
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A EAVORABLE INDICATION EVEN BEEORE THE 23RD. IF SO, 

HE WOULD LET US KNOW. 

4. FOR KABUL: IN VIEW OE DELAY IN PROCESS OE CONSULTA- 
TION, YOU SHOULD OE COURSE NOT UNDERTAKE ACTION CONTEM- 
PLATED EOR lULY 21 .HOWEVER SEPTEL WILL GIVE YOU 
INSTRUCTIONS ON POSTURE YOU SHOULD ASSUME UNTIL AUTHORIZED 
TO CONVEY TO DAUD U.S. DESIRE TO CONTINUE OUR CORDIAL 
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RELATIONS WITH AFGHANISTAN. WE WILL OF COURSE INFORM YOU 
AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY WHEN WE ARE IN POSITION TO 
AUTHORIZE FURTHER ACTION. 

5. FOR TEHRAN: EMBASSY SHOULD CARRY OUT CONSULTATION 
IN TEHRAN AS INDICATED IN STATE 142393 TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
ADDITIONAL CONSULTATION BETWEEN SISCO AND IRANIAN AMBAS- 
SADOR DESCRIBED ABOVE. REPORT REACTION SOONEST. 

RUSH 
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